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tailoring; as to the colour other than a fresh white is esteemed and
motley is of no account. The men wind a strip of cloth round the
waist and up to the armpits and leave the right shoulder bare."l
This is most probably an allusion to the dukula referred to in the
works of Kalidasa, but, as will be shown presently, it was perhaps
not quite correct to state that colours other than white were of no
consideration.

1,   Costume of the Royalty

The dress of the wealthy must naturally have been of a finer
cast. Yuan Chwang, in fact, struck with their costume, observes
that "The dress and ornaments of the kings and grandees are very
extraordinary."3 A comparison of this statement with a description
of Harsa's robes as given by Sana, may be made in order to test
Yuan Chwang's accuracy as a contemporary chronicler. Bana reveals
how Harsa had a lower garment, (dvitlyainbaram) which, "shot
with silk threads, washed in pure water, clung closely to his loins,
ornamented with the rays of the jewels of his girdle and white like
a mass of ambrosial foam, while he appeared girt with his thin upper
garment (ambara) spangled with worked stars,"8 In another place,
describing Harsa's dress, Bana states that he wore two seemly robes
(dukula) of bark-silk marked with a pair of flamingoes.4 It may be
observed here that the two robes (dukula) known during Kalidasa's
days were current in Harsa s days as well and even the flamingo
design which the former mentions appears to have survived to the
seventh century,

The fineness and embroidery, worked on this delicately textured
fabrics worn by Harsa, naturally raise the question regarding the
qualities of the kinds of cloth known during the rule of the Gupta
monarchs. Fa Hien has not recorded any details about the quality
or nature of the clothing material used in the fourth century. Some*
times, however, he alludes to the types of cloth used in Kosala and
Sravasti, where, in the Jetavana vihSra, according to Mm "the
kings and people of the countries around hanged about on it silken
streamers and canopies.1'5 That such kinds of silk and canopy-cloth,

1 YuanChwang, op. dt, I, p. 148; Hiuen Tsiang, of. dt.f I, p. 7$.
3 iKA,p.i5i;/W<?.,p.7&
8 Bana, op. cii.f p. 59, text, p, 73: aghanma sataragawn-oparikriena dvffiyambarfaa
thnvafiabhogaimva      bKasamanam,     ibhajpaMdasanMrnnsda- sahasr
fiparyfiptambara prathimm.
* Ibid., p. 197, text, p. 202: rajaJiamsa niflmnalaksmani sadrse ctuMZL . .
5 Fa Hien, op. cit.t p. 57-